


Middle School (6-8)
Core Classes

CommunicATION ARTs |
2 semesters/1 credit Grade 6

The purpose of this course is to provide integrated educational
experiences in the communication arts strands of reading,
writing and listening. Prerequisites: None

CommunicATION ARTs Il
2 semesters/1 credit Grade 7

The purpose of this course is to build on skills and concepts
learned in Communication Arts | and to provide integrated
educational experiences in the strands of reading, writing and
listening. Prerequisites: Communication Arts |

CommunicaTion ArrTs I
2 semesters/1 credit Grade 8

The purpose of this course is to build on skills and concepts
learned in Communication Arts | and Il and to provide integrated
educational experiences in the strands of reading, writing and
listening. Prerequisites: Communication Arts Il

MATH CONCEPTS
2 semesters/1 credit Grade 6

The purpose of this course is to develop mathematical concepts
and processes that can be used to solve real-world and
mathematical problems. Prerequisites: None

ApvAaNCeD MATH CONCEPTS
2 semesters/1 credit Grade 7

The purpose of this course is to develop further mathematical
concepts and processes that can be used to solve real-world and
mathematical problems. Prerequisites: Math Concepts

PRE-ALGEBRA

2 semesters/1 credit Grade 8

The purpose of this course is to develop further the mathematical
concepts and processes that can be used to solve a variety of
real-world and mathematical problems. There is emphasis on
strengthening and developing skills and concepts needed for
success in Algebra |. Prerequisites: Advanced Math Concepts

COMPREHENSIVE SCIENCE
2 semesters/1 credit Grade 6

The purpose of this course is to provide opportunities to study
concepts of life, earth, space and the physical sciences, as well as
their applications to everyday life. Prerequisites: None

INTRODUCTION TO LIFE SCIENCES

2 semesters/1 credit Grade 7

The purpose of this course is to provide opportunities for the
study of general concepts, exploratory experiences, applications
and activities relating to the life sciences. Prerequisites:
Comprehensive Science

SCIENCE SURVEY
2 semesters/1 credit Grade 8

The purpose of this survey course is to provide opportunities for
the study of general concepts in earth science, physical science,
environmental science and marine science. Prerequisites:
Introduction to Life Sciences

HumAN GEOGRAPHY
2 semesters/1 credit Grade 6

The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop
global, multicultural understandings. Students will study
concepts of geography as related to the human community.
Prerequisites: None

U.S. HisTorY
2 semesters/1 credit Grade 7

The purpose of this course is to provide opportunities for
students to understand the development of the United States
community within the context of history. Students will examine
their connections to the past in order to prepare for the future as
participating members of a democratic society. Prerequisites:
None

WoRLD HisToRY
2 semesters/1 credit Grade 8

The purpose of this course is to provide opportunities for
students to understand the development of the world
community within the context of history. Students will examine
their connections to the past in order to prepare for the future as
participating members of a global society. Prerequisites: None

Middle School (6-8)
Electives

Civics

2 semesters/1 credit Grades 6,7, 8

The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop
the knowledge and skills necessary for active participation

in a democratic society. Students will become informed
citizens in regard to their local, state and federal governments.
Prerequisites: None

Reabing |
1 semester/0.5 credit Grades 6,7, 8

The purpose of this course is to develop and strengthen the
communication art of reading through the integration of reading,
writing, listening and critical thinking. Prerequisites: None

ReapinG Il

1 semester/0.5 credit Grades 6,7, 8

The purpose of this course is to continue to develop and
strengthen the communication art of reading through the
integration of reading, writing, listening and critical thinking.
Prerequisites: Reading |



MiDDLE ScHOOL SPANISH
2 semesters/1 credit Grades 6,7, 8
Students will achieve proficiency in basic Spanish, engage in

simple conversations, begin to write in Spanish and study the
cultures of Spanish-speaking countries. Prerequisites: None

MipbLe ScHooL FRENCH
2 semesters/1 credit Grades 6,7, 8
Students will achieve proficiency in basic French, engage in

simple conversations, begin to write in French and study the
cultures of French-speaking countries. Prerequisites: None

MipbpLE ScHooL GRAMMAR & WRITING
2 semesters/1 credit Grades 6,7, 8

The purpose of this course is to develop and strengthen the
communication art of writing. This course focuses on enhancing
students’ grammatical and writing skills. Prerequisites: None

INTRODUCTION TO ONLINE LEARNING
1 semester/0.5 credit Grades 6,7, 8
The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop the

knowledge and skills needed to navigate through online courses.
Prerequisites: None

INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS
1 semester/0.5 credit Grades 6,7, 8

The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop basic
knowledge and skills related to business. Prerequisites: None

ReseARcH | (ResearcH & CRITICAL THINKING)
1 semester/0.5 credit Grades 6,7, 8
The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop a

fundamental knowledge of the steps in the research process.
Prerequisites: None

ReseaRcH Il (ReseArcH & CRITICAL THINKING)

1 semester/0.5 credit Grades 6,7, 8

The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop
learning strategies, critical-thinking skills and problem-
solving skills to enhance their performance in academic and
nonacademic endeavors. Prerequisites: Research |

CAaRreer EpucaTioN

1 semester/0.5 credit Grades 6,7, 8

The purpose of this course is to provide students with a basic
understanding of the world of work and the knowledge needed
to make tentative decisions about career plans for the future.
Prerequisites: None

MippLE ScHooL ARTS SURVEY |
1 semester/0.5 credit Grades 6,7, 8
The purpose of this course is to provide students with a basic

understanding of, and appreciation for, the arts by exploring
music, film and other visual arts. Prerequisites: None

MipbpLe ScHooL ARTs SURVEY Il
1 semester/0.5 credit Grades 6,7, 8

The purpose of this course is to build on skills and concepts
learned in Middle School Arts Survey | and to enhance students’
understanding of, and appreciation for, the arts by exploring
music, film and other visual arts. Prerequisites: Middle School Arts
Survey |

High Sehool (9-12)
Core Classes

COMMUNICATION ARTS

ENGLISH |
2 semesters/1 credit

This course begins the students’ study of the college-prep English
curriculum. Students polish their skills from Communication
Arts lll and learn to focus in-depth literary analyses through
reading logs, responses and asynchronous discussions. Students
study the themes of tolerance and acceptance of differences in
online short stories, fables and myths, epics (Homer's “Odyssey”),
Shakespearean tragedy (“Romeo and Juliet”), poetry, nonfiction
narratives, and great American speeches. (This course offers

an honors version.) Prerequisites: Successful completion of
eighth-grade English and a diagnostic reading and skills test to
determine appropriate placement in English |

EncGLisH Il
2 semesters/1 credit

This course introduces students to major works of world classic
literature from early myths and legends through the 20th century.
Students analyze reading texts for literary devices as well as for
themes of social customs, universal traits of human behavior,
conflict, oppression and the dysfunction of absolute power
without personal freedoms. Online works include annotated
versions of “Julius Caesar” by William Shakespeare and “Antigone”
by Sophocles. Throughout the year, students receive teacher
feedback on timed practice SAT essays and online practice drills
for the SAT grammar assessment test. For the second semester,
students will need to purchase paperbacks books or check out
items from the library. (This course offers an honors version.)
Prerequisites: English | and a diagnostic reading and skills test to
determine appropriate placement in English Il

EnaguisH Il
2 semesters/1 credit

This course provides students experience in analyzing American
texts and writers of the historical literary periods including

the Puritans, Westward Expansion, the Industrial Revolution,
Transcendentalism, the Roaring Twenties, the Great Depression
and the Civil Rights Movement. Students will continue to
improve strategies for writing timed essays for the SAT writing
assessment, as well as to use the process approach to research
and write a paper about American ideals consistent with the
MLA style of documentation. Besides online reading texts,
students will study American novels and an American play. (This
course offers an honors version.) Prerequisites: English Il and

a diagnostic reading and skills test to determine appropriate
placement in English lI



EncGLisH IV
2 semesters/1 credit

In this capstone course, students take a virtual journey across
the Atlantic Ocean to explore the intriguing facets of British
literature. With the goal of fostering critical thinking, students
explore various genres of British literature and identify meaning
in texts. Students examine the meter, language and rhyme of
poetry and rewrite abstract texts in modern language. Questions
of relationship and influence are explored through poetry, novels,
plays and essays. Students examine some of the primary writers
of the various ages including the Renaissance, the Romantic
Age, the Victorian Age, the Edwardian Age and the Modern Age.
Texts analyzed in this course include, but are not limited to,
“Beowulf;’ Spenser’s “The Faerie Queene,” and Milton’s “Paradise
Lost” Students also explore the popular legend of King Arthur
after reading Chaucer’s “The Canterbury Tales.” Shakespearean
plays explored in the curriculum include “Hamlet” and “Othello”
(This course offers an honors version.) Prerequisites: English 11l
and a diagnostic reading and skills test to determine appropriate
placement in English IV

AP EnGLISH LANGUAGE
2 semesters/1 credit

The academic objectives of this course adhere to those outlined
by the College Board in preparation for the AP Exam in Language
and Composition. AP English Language explores the relationship
between what authors say and how they are trying to say it. The
literary component of the course provides a range of genres
including nonfiction, fiction, drama and poetry. In analyzing
these works, students are exposed to the analysis of both style
(the more language-based approach to exploring meaning) and
rhetoric (the analysis of author argument and structure). In terms
of style, students will explore how elements of language such as
tone, diction and syntax influence the overall meaning. In terms
of rhetoric, students will examine various appeals, aspects of a
writer’s credibility, irony and the overall use of logic to explore
how effectively an author presents his or her position. Writing
assignments cover both the expository and argumentative
aspects of writing. In addition to the exploration of American
and global themes of literature, students will discern how

styles of writers have evolved over the last several centuries.
Prerequisites: School determination of eligibility based on
English grades and other criteria

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE
2 semesters/1 credit

This is a college-level class that prepares students for the AP
Exam in May. In addition, it provides students with other skills
associated with the most advanced classes in high school English
including research skills. Students will acquire the reading and
critical-thinking skills necessary for understanding challenging
new material, analyzing that material to deduce meaning and
applying what they have learned to their world. They will also
have the composition skills needed to communicate their
understanding effectively to a variety of audiences. Students will
read and analyze classic works of literature as well as modern and
contemporary works. Students will learn to apply critical literary
terms as tools for learning, understanding and communication.
Activities include close reading, paraphrasing, discussions,
essays, short answer exams, research papers, reflective journals,
Web quests and others. Prerequisites: School determination of
eligibility based on English grades and other criteria

PRe-ALGEBRA
2 semesters/1 credit

Pre-Algebra is designed to help students recognize and
understand the role mathematics plays in the real world. This
course helps students make the transition from arithmetic to
Algebra | by reinforcing and applying basic arithmetic skills.

The course helps to automate the use of fractions, mixed
numbers and decimals, and to automate procedures for solving
simple word problems. The beginning concepts of algebra are
introduced. (This course can be considered a middle school course.)
Prerequisites: Successful completion of two years of middle
school math

ALGEBRA |
2 semesters/1 credit

A study of real numbers, variables, mathematical expressions,
polynomials, factoring, quadratic and linear equations, and
inequalities and functions lays the foundation for all further
high school math courses. The course takes a problem-solving
approach that enriches abstract and critical-thinking skills. (This
course offers an honors version.) Prerequisites: Pre-Algebra

GEOMETRY
2 semesters/1 credit

This course continues students’ study of geometric concepts by
building upon middle school topics. Students will move from an
inductive approach to deductive methods of proof in their study
of geometric figures. Two- and three-dimensional reasoning skills
will be emphasized, and students will broaden their use of the
coordinate plane to include transformations of geometric figures.
Appropriate technology, from manipulatives to calculators

and graphics software, will be used as necessary to enhance
instruction. (This course offers an honors version.) Prerequisites:
Algebrall

Avcesra ll
2 semesters/1 credit

Explore more advanced algebraic concepts including functions,
polynomials, rational expressions, complex numbers, systems
of equations, and inequalities and matrices. Emphasis is placed
on practical applications and modeling. (This course offers an
honors version.) Prerequisites: Algebra | and Geometry

TRIGONOMETRY
1 semester/0.5 credit

This course introduces basic properties and operations of
functions. Students identify and sketch families of graphs that
include polynomials and functions. They identify the critical
points and end behavior of the graphs of polynomial functions
and solve problems involving direct, inverse and joint variation.
Students examine trigonometric ratios, solve right triangles, and
use the Law of Sines and Cosines to solve other triangles and find
the areas of triangles. This course introduces basic properties and
operations functions. Emphasis is placed on polynomial, rational
and trigonometric functions. Students will use a graphing
calculator throughout this course. (This course offers an honors
version.) Prerequisites: Algebra Il



CaLcuLus
2 semesters/1 credit

This course introduces limits, differentiation and integration

of functions. Students will find and evaluate finite and infinite
limits graphically, numerically and analytically. They will find
derivatives using a variety of methods including the Chain Rule
and Implicit Differentiation. They will use the First Derivative Test
and the Second Derivative Test to analyze and sketch functions.
Subsequently, students will find antiderivatives using a variety
of methods including substitution. They will evaluate integrals
using methods including numerical integration. They will
understand and apply Riemann sums, definite integrals and the
Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. In particular, students will
differentiate and integrate logarithmic, exponential and inverse
trigonometric functions. Students will use a graphing calculator
throughout this course. (This course also offers an honors
version.) Prerequisites: Algebra Il and Trigonometry

AP StaTISTICS
2 semesters/1 credit

AP Statistics data analysis is dependent on the use of technology.
Students should have access to computers that include software
capable of doing data analysis. Students will be required to
interpret output generated by statistical software programs.
Students are not expected to learn how to use various statistical
programs. In addition, one of the following Texas Instruments
calculators is required: TI-83, TI-83 Plus, TI-84, TI-84 Plus or TI-89.
The TI-83 Plus is the most popular calculator for AP Statistics. In
most cases the calculator is sufficient, but the fundamental tool
of data analysis is the computer. Prerequisites: Basis Statistics
and Algebra Il Required: TI-83 Plus calculator

AP CaLcuLus - AB
2 semesters/1 credit

This is a college-level course covering derivatives, integrals, limits,
approximation, and applications and modeling. Prerequisites:
Before studying calculus, all students should complete four years
of secondary mathematics designed for college-bound students
(courses in which they study algebra, geometry, trigonometry,
analytic geometry and elementary functions). These functions
include those that are linear, polynomial, rational, exponential,
logarithmic, trigonometric, inverse trigonometric and piecewise
defined. In particular, before studying calculus, students must be
familiar with the properties of functions, the algebra of functions
and the graphs of functions. Students must also understand

the language of functions (domain and range, odd and even,
periodic, symmetry, zeros, intercepts, etc.) and know the values
of the trigonometric functions of the numbers 0, pi/6, pi/4, pi/3,
pi/2 and their multiples. Required: Tl 83 Plus calculator

PHYsICAL SCIENCE
2 semesters/1 credit

This course introduces students to the concepts of matter,
energy and forces, as well as applications through exploratory
investigations and activities. This course includes laboratory
investigations that incorporate the use of measurement,
problem solving, laboratory equipment, safety procedures and
experimental procedures. (This course offers an honors version.)
(Note: This course is not open to students who have successfully
completed Physics or Chemistry.) Prerequisites: Successful
completion of Algebra | and two years of middle school science

BioLoagy
2 semesters/1 credit

The nature of life is revealed through a study of matter, energy,
chemical processes, genetics, DNA and the cell. Learn the
scientific method and examine the traits/classifications of
organisms from viruses and bacteria to plants and animals.
Laboratory investigations enhance the understanding of living
things. (This course offers an honors version.) Prerequisites:
Successful completion of two years of middle school science

CHEMISTRY
2 semesters/1 credit

Investigate atomic structure, the properties of matter, chemical
reactions and the conservation of energy. Make a close inquiry
of the composition and transformation of substances. Learn the
laws of gases and molecular theory. Video lessons help associate
chemistry concepts with everyday life and careers. Animation
demonstrates lab experiments and lab safety. (This course offers
an honors version.) Prerequisites: Biology and Algebra Il

PHysics
2 semesters/1 credit

As physics is the most fundamental of the natural sciences,
students will explore the quantitative in nature and use the
language of mathematics to describe natural phenomena.
Inquiry is applied to the study of matter and energy and

their interactions. The following topics are “uncovered”in this
curriculum: conservation of mass and energy, conservation of
momentum, waves, fields, and interactions of matter and energy.
(This course offers an honors version.) Prerequisites: Chemistry
and Algebra II, as well as concurrent enrollment in Trigonometry

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
1 semester/0.5 credit

In this course, students learn to explore the ecological
interactions among living things and the environment. The
systematic study of global realms — atmosphere, hydrosphere,
lithosphere and biosphere - provides students with an
understanding of natural processes. Environmental Science
gives an overview of the nature of ecosystems, energy flow
and interrelationships of biology, geology and chemical cycles;
population studies; organization and dynamics of ecological
communities; and environmental pollution. Prerequisites:
Physical Science and Biology

MARINE SCIENCE
2 semesters/1 credit

Marine Science is a blend of biology and physical science as

it incorporates topics such as ecology, chemistry, geology,
technology, zoology, meteorology, botany, oceanography and
marine biology. Throughout this course, students explore the
classification, anatomy and physiology of organisms in the
marine environment, as well as the ecological function of these
organisms as members of complex biological communities. As
students delve deeper into course content, they will understand
the origin of the oceans and the geological aspects of the marine
environment. Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology
Other requirements: Labs are required for each module; many
lessons have hands-on requirements such as graphing, data
collection and calculating.



EARTH SPACE SCIENCE
2 semesters/1 credit

The focus of this course is the nature of science from a scientist’s
perspective. Detailed information is included about the
atmosphere, winds, fronts and weather. The course also addresses
the Earth’s water (including waves) and what is in both water

and land (including volcanoes, earthquakes, rocks and minerals).
The course also addresses the planet’s past (including fossils, the
ice age and glaciers) as well as the universe (including the solar
system, stars and how they function). Prerequisites: None

AP PHysics-B
2 semesters/1 credit

Physics is the science of matter and energy — how the
universe is put together. This course is a non-calculus survey
course covering five general areas: Newtonian mechanics,
thermal physics, electricity and magnetism, waves and
optics, and atomic and nuclear physics. Students will

receive an understanding of the core principles involved

and learn to apply these principles in the solution of
problems. Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra ll,
Trigonometry and Physics Required: TI-83 Plus calculator

AP BioLoGgy
2 semesters/1 credit

AP Biology is a yearlong course taught at the same level as a
first-year college biology class. This course adheres closely to
College Board standards for AP Biology and will prepare students
for the AP Biology Exam. The two main goals of this course are

to help students develop a framework for biology and to gain a
deeper understanding of science as a process. Rather than just
memorizing terms and facts, this course will develop higher-
level thinking in terms of biology. Major themes of study include
science as a process, evolution, energy transfer, continuity and
change. Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry

AP CHEMISTRY
2 semesters/1 credit

AP Chemistry is equivalent to a full-year introductory college
course in general chemistry. Students will learn fundamental
analytical skills to proficiently assess chemical problems. Students
will also develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions
based on informed judgment and to present evidence in clear
and persuasive essays. Prerequisites: Algebra | and I, Chemistry |
(B or better), concurrent Trigonometry/Calculus

SOCIAL STUDIES

GEOGRAPHY
1 semester/0.5 credit

Geography is a vital area of study because it deals with the Earth
and our relationship to it. In this course, students will become
familiar with the science of physical geography as well as the
companion science of human geography. Much of the course
will concentrate on human geography, which involves our
relationships (as continents, countries and cultures) with the
physical landscape. Students will get the big picture of each of
the continents and will have the opportunity to travel as virtual
tourists. The last section of the course focuses on how our actions
have had a global effect, turning the planet from what was once
felt to be a vast, unknown expanse into a small, crowded planet
that is a little worse for wear. Students will study population

growth, technology and environmental change while discovering
their singular and collective effects on the planet. Prerequisites:
None

AMERICAN HISTORY — BEGINNING 1876
1 semester/0.5 credit

In this course, students will explore the history of America

from prehistoric habitation to the contemporary United States.
They will examine how our nation’s status in the world defines
American society. Students will also examine the complex
timeline of events, social and economic trends, wars, and political
issues that shaped the modern fabric of the United States, with
the goal of defining what it means to be an American citizen.
(This course offers an honors version.) Prerequisites: None

AMERICAN HISTORY — BEGINNING 1932
1 semester/0.5 credit

In this course, students will explore the history of America

from prehistoric habitation to the contemporary United States.
They will examine how our nation’s status in the world defines
American society. Students will also examine the complex
timeline of events, social and economic trends, wars, and political
issues that shaped the modern fabric of the United States, with
the goal of defining what it means to be an American citizen.
(This course offers an honors version.) Prerequisites: None

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
1 semester/0.5 credit

In this course, students will perform an in-depth study of
the American political and legal systems beginning with an
examination of the U.S. Constitution and the intentions of
our founding fathers. Students will analyze the pivotal roles
of legislative bodies, executive officials and the courts in
governmental decision making, as well as the influence of
political parties, public opinion, interest groups and foreign
governments. (This course offers an honors version.) (Note:
Tests on the U.S. Constitution and the Missouri Constitution, as
required by the state of Missouri, are given in this course. Students
must successfully pass both exams to fulfill this requirement. )
Prerequisites: None

WoRLD HisTORY — BEGINNING ANCIENT CIVILIZATION
1 semester/0.5 credit

Students take an interdisciplinary journey through history from the
Stone Age through early civilizations and up to the present (and
even into the future) with discussions on economics, energy, trade
and the environment. Students examine the factors that have
motivated human actions; the causes of significant events related
to revolutions, wars, religion, scientific discovery, art and literature;
and how these elements have shaped the modern world. (This
course offers an honors version.) Prerequisites: None

WoRLD HiSTORY — BEGINNING 1492
1 semester/0.5 credit

Students take an interdisciplinary journey through history from the
Stone Age through early civilizations and up to the present (and
even into the future) with discussions on economics, energy, trade
and the environment. Students examine the factors that have
motivated human actions; the causes of significant events related
to revolutions, wars, religion, scientific discovery, art and literature;
and how these elements have shaped the modern world. (This
course offers an honors version.) Prerequisites: None



Economics
1 semester/0.5 credit

Satisfying society’s diverse needs and wants is limited by time,
money, energy and resources. Find out how economic systems
manage these limitations by developing systems of exchange
and balancing the use of scarce resources. Examine the local
and global consequences of economic decisions, the role of
technology in economics and the function of government in
shaping economic policy. (This course offers an honors version.)
Prerequisites: None

PsycHoLoGY
1 semester/0.5 credit

(A one-semester course that should be combined with Sociology
to make a full credit.) Psychology is the scientific study of

human development, learning, motivation and personality.

The course provides an empirical examination from various
sources of the often ambiguous aspects of behavior and mental
processes. The course also emphasizes practical applications of
behavioral concepts for solving problems and making decisions.
Prerequisites: None

SocioLoGgy
1 semester/0.5 credit

(A one-semester course that should be combined with
Psychology to make a full credit.) This course is designed to help
students understand human relationships in society. It focuses
on culture, social structure, the individual in society, social
institutions and social inequality. Students will become aware

of their culture and their roles in society by focusing on topics
such as primary relationships, group interaction and cultural
comparisons. Prerequisites: None

AP U.S. GoverNMENT AND PoLiTics
1 semester/0.5 credit

This course will survey the complex subjects of the government
and politics of the United States. Students will analyze in some
detail the processes and institutions (both formal and informal)
through which political-system functions and policy decisions
are made. This analysis will include the constitutional structure
of government, participatory politics, the formal institutions of
power, the extraconstitutional influences on those institutions,
public polity, and individual rights and liberties. Prerequisites:
American Government, as well as school determination of
eligibility based on grades in history classes and other criteria

AP U.S. History
2 semesters/1 credit

This course covers all of the material outlined by the College
Board as necessary to prepare students to pass the AP U.S.
History Exam. Students will demonstrate comprehension of

a broad body of historical knowledge, express ideas clearly

in writing and work with classmates to research a historical
issue. Students will also interpret and apply data from original
documents, identify underrepresented historical viewpoints,
write to persuade with evidence, and compare and contrast
alternate interpretations of a historical figure/event/trend. In
addition, students will explain how a historical event connects to
or causes a larger trend or theme, develop essay responses that
include a clear and defensible thesis statement and supporting
evidence, and critique and respond to arguments made by

others. Prerequisites: Two semesters of American History, as well
as school determination of eligibility based on grades in history
classes and other criteria

SpANiIsH |
2 semesters/1 credit

In this course, students will achieve proficiency in basic Spanish
spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation with the goal

of engaging in simple conversations, expressing themselves

in common situations, writing in Spanish and understanding
Spanish dialogue. Special voice-board activities encourage
conversation practice. Students will also learn the history and
culture of Latinos. Prerequisites: None Required: Students must
purchase a stereo headset with a microphone.

SpanisH Il
2 semesters/1 credit

This course is designed for students who have successfully
completed Spanish | or an equivalent course. The purpose of
Spanish Il is to enable students to enhance their proficiency by
developing linguistic, communicative and cultural knowledge
of the Spanish language. Vocabulary development in a wide
variety of topics is an integral part of this course as students
examine various types of folklore and traditions. The course
places emphasis on the development of listening, speaking,
reading and writing skills. Throughout the curriculum, students
express feelings, ideas and opinions in Spanish and comprehend
spoken and written Spanish. Prerequisites: Spanish | Required:
Students must purchase a stereo headset with a microphone.

Latin |
2 semesters/1 credit

Latin I is an introduction to the basics of Latin grammar. It

is intended to help students develop the skills necessary to
translate basic sentences from Latin to English (and vice versa)
and for reading simple connected passages of Latin prose and
poetry. In the first semester, the course will cover the first 10
chapters of Wheelock’s Latin grammar. In the process, students
will learn how verb conjugations and noun declensions work
in a highly inflected language, how to analyze the structure

of Latin sentences and how to translate English sentences
into well-formed Latin equivalents. The second semester will
cover chapters 11 though 20 of Wheelock’s Latin grammar.
Prerequisites: None

Latin 1l
2 semesters/1 credit

In this course, students further improve their ability to read and
comprehend Latin. By the second semester, students will be
able to read and comprehend Latin texts adapted from Roman
authors. In addition to their increased ability to read, students
will increase their knowledge of complex Latin grammar

in context and their ability to comprehend short passages.
Prerequisites: Latin |



FrRencH |
2 semesters/1 credit

French | has been carefully designed to meet the standards of
the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.
These standards call for a method of teaching that focuses on
successful communication through speaking, writing, reading
and listening, as well as a thorough grounding in aspects of
culture. Unit activities blend different forms of communication
and culture to ensure that students meet all standards. Course
strategies include warm-up activities, vocabulary study, reading,
threaded discussions, multimedia presentations, self-checks,
practice activities and games, oral and written assignments,
projects, quizzes, and exams. Learning activities in each unit are
focused upon a specific theme. Prerequisites: None

MANDARIN CHINESE |
2 semesters/1 credit

This is a beginning Mandarin Chinese course intended for
students with no prior knowledge of any Chinese dialect or
written Chinese. Mandarin Chinese is based on the Beijing dialect
and is the national standard language of the People’s Republic

of China and the Republic of China (Taiwan). This course will
focus on the Chinese Pinyin Romanization system (tones, rules

of phonetic spelling and pronunciation drills) and Chinese
characters (creation and evolution, stroke order, structure, the
writing system, and calligraphic techniques). Reading and writing
skills include basic sentence pattern analysis and development
of language skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing.
Prerequisites: None

FINE ARTS

Music APPRECIATION
1 semester/0.5 credit

This course introduces the major themes, influences and
personalities that shaped most of Western cultural heritage.
Prerequisites: None

ART HisTORY
2 semesters/1 credit

The primary goal of this course is for students to explore the role
of visual arts in the history of humankind and the development
of culture. Throughout the curriculum, students interpret and
explain how the qualities of art and its subject matter function
together to give a work of art its own unique expression. This
course begins with a discussion of the elements and principles of
art and continues with an examination of disciplines, media and
processes. Students then critique art as they examine viewpoints
of historians while expressing personal views on aesthetics.
When the students are able to express their informed opinions of
art, a chronology of art history will begin. Students will explore
art from prehistoric times to ancient Egypt and Greece while
analyzing Classical and Hellenistic styles. This course includes

but is not limited to the examination of pottery, architecture and
sculpture. Art History concludes with a discussion on the issue of
society’s ownership of art. Prerequisites: None

AP ARrT HisTORY
2 semesters/1 credit

This course is designed to foster in students an understanding
and knowledge of architecture, sculpture, painting and other art
forms within diverse historical and cultural contexts. Students
examine and critically analyze major forms of artistic expression
from the past and the present. In addition to visual analysis, this
course emphasizes understanding works in context, considering
such issues as patronage, gender, and the functions and effects
of works of art. Prior art training is not a prerequisite, nor does
the course cater exclusively to future art history majors. This
course was designed to meet AP Art History requirements
precisely. Prerequisites: School determination of eligibility
based on grades in fine arts classes and other criteria

PRACTICAL ARTS

INTRO TO ONLINE LEARNING
1 semester/0.5 credit

The skills learned within the course will not only assist in
successfully completing the program, but they will also transfer
to success in the workforce. Students will explore the various
techniques required to become successful online students,
employ effective study skills and time-management principles,
and understand computer fundamentals and applications.
Prerequisites: None

INTRO TO COMPUTERS AND APPLICATIONS
1 semester/0.5 credit

This course provides students with the basic computer
knowledge and skills needed to operate in the 21st century.
The curriculum allows students to explore the past, present and
future of emergent computer technologies. Because this field

is in continuous evolution, students must consider why and
how computer-based technologies are changing and where
the field is heading. Through this idea, students will further
develop critical-thinking skills. Students will examine the basic
components of computers (including hardware and software)
before becoming familiar with basic programs such as Microsoft
Word, Excel and PowerPoint. Popular search engines will also be
studied in conjunction with types of intruders such as viruses,
worms and spies. Prerequisites: None

WEB DEsIGN
1 semester/0.5 credit

In this course, students complete several guided projects and
then develop their own Web sites. Web design essentials are
covered using examples and activities. Storyboarding, page
design, layout and template issues are also covered. From there,
students learn to create backgrounds, headers and buttons.
Students also learn to use templates, create rollovers and pop-
ups, develop image maps, and add animation. Prerequisites:
None Required material: WebDwarf (freeware), digital camera,
GIMP (freeware)



DiGiITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
1 semester/0.5 credit

In this course, students focus on graphic design. They first learn
general digital-photography concepts. Then, composition skills
are added and image-editing techniques are practiced. Students
learn how to use layers; to crop images; and to utilize color and
lighting concepts, hue and saturation adjustments, exposures,
and special effects. Graphic design, artistic elements and
software skills are all taught while producing graphic images. The
concept of design as a manner of visual communication is carried
throughout. Students build a portfolio of work and explore the
fields of photography, graphic arts, advertising and illustration.
Prerequisites: None Required Materials: WebDwarf (freeware),
digital camera, GIMP (freeware)

Driver EbucaTiON
1 quarter/0.25 credit

(Students must be age 15 years or older.) This online, computer-
based training course is a complete and comprehensive driver-
education course. It will provide students with 32 hours of virtual
classroom instruction, more than three hours of integrated
videos, and four hours of drug- and alcohol-awareness training.
Successful completion of this course can lead to a DMV/DPS
Certificate of Completion, which could qualify students to

a discount on automobile insurance. Prerequisites: None
Required materials: Adobe Flash player, Adobe Acrobat, sound
card with speakers, Microsoft Word

ACT Prep

1 quarter/0.25 credit

Students prepare for the ACT on their own schedule with 24/7
access to a complete online course. The unique, interactive lessons
will keep them awake and interested. ACT Prep will even help track
a student’s progress right up to test day. Prerequisites: None

PersonNAL FINANCE
1 semester/0.5 credit

Understanding financial-management concepts is an important
life skill. From credit and insurance to taxes, it is imperative that
students understand the consequences of their choices. By wisely
managing their money, students become citizens who are more
responsible. A thorough understanding of financial concepts,
with practical application through activities and projects, will
enable students to leave this course with applicable, useful skills
for life. This course surveys the general personal-finance needs
of most individuals and emphasizes the basics of budgeting,
savings, checking, investments, credit, insurance, and paying and
preparing income-tax returns. Students face a world filled with
possibilities after high school; and the more knowledge they can
acquire, the higher the probability that their financial futures will
be secure. Requirements: This class is open only to sophomores,
juniors and seniors.

HeaLTH
1 semester/0.5 credit

This course is designed as a survey course in personal health.

It will provide students with information that will enable them
to live more productive and healthy lives. Emphasis will be

on making healthy personal decisions and in retrieving the
information needed to make these choices. Prerequisites: None

NuTtrITION AND WELLNESS
1 semester/0.5 credit

This course will introduce students to an overview of good
nutrition principles that are necessary for physical and mental
wellness. Discussions of digestion, basic nutrients, weight
management, sports and fitness, and life-span nutrition are
included. Application to today’s food and eating trends, plus
learning how to assess reliable nutrition information, are
emphasized. Prerequisites: None

MiNiMum SOFTWARE REQUIREMENTS (NEEDED FOR ALL COURSES)

¢ Microsoft Internet Explorer Version 6.0 or greater, Firefox 1.x,
Netscape Communicator 7.1 or greater, or Safari 1.2 or greater
(Browser settings: pop-up blocking disabled/JavaScript enabled)

¢ Flash Player 9 or latest version (free at
http://www.macromedia.com)

¢ Adobe Acrobat Reader 7.0 or greater (free at
http://www.adobe.com)

+ Shockwave Player 10 (free download at
http://www.macromedia.com)

* Java 2 Runtime Environment (free at
http://www.java.com)

+ Math Player for most math and science courses (available
only for Internet Explorer; free at http://www.dessci.com/en/
products/mathplayer/versionhistory.htm)

+ Windows Media Player 10 or greater (available at
http://www.microsoft.com)

* Microsoft Office 2000 or higher (including Word, Excel and
PowerPoint)

Missourt VIRTuaL INSTRUCTION PROGRAM

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
P.O. Box 480, 205 Jefferson St.

Phone: (573) 526-4219 4 E-mail: webreplyimprmovip@dese.mo.gov

The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities. Inquiries
related to Department programs may be directed to the Jefferson State Office Building, Title IX Coordinator, 5th Floor, 205 Jefferson Street, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480; telephone

number 573-751-4212.
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